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\ Lr TER treating of pe alk 
+ 3 principles of the leaders of 
oppoſition to government, 0 

deluſion of their adherents, and the 

erue principles of the conſtitution, 
| addreſſes your Lordſhip with ſig- 5 
gular propriety, 
intereſting to che nation as the pre- 
ſent, in which Lord North has ſo 
nobly diſtinguiſhed his ſentiments 
in the cauſe of loyalty and iruc pa- 
EY B TF triocilm,, 
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og. with a view of g | 
and defeating the authors and abet- 
tors of rebellion on this and the 
other ſide the ny 


To ſuch diuntereſted wad patri- 
otic ſentiments as your Lordſhip 
Has publicly profeſſed, on this cri- 
tical occaſion, I hope we ſhall owe 
the preſervation of our political and 
commercial _ intereſts; the unim- 
paired dignity. of the Crown, upon 
the head of as amiable a Prince as 
ever ſwayed a ſceptre ; and all the 
' conſequent bleſſings, which will 
flow, as rapid as the tide, from loy- 
alty, and the true amor batrie. 


5 
My Lord, alan this is per. 
haps the moſt critical ſituation in 
K which 
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which chis country ever ſtood, yet, | 
in my apprehenſion, we have no- 
thing to fear from natural enemies. 
Our fears are intirely domeſtic. We 
have only one misfortune #0 cope 
with, and that is domeſtic treachery. 
Whenever we are true to ourſelves, 
and united in the cauſe of public 
virtue, we ſhall be able to contend 
with any foreign enemies, whom 
either reſtleſs ambition or jealouſy 
may induce to diſturb our national 
tranquillity. But, unhappily for this | 
country! the treacherous: voice of 
domeſtic ſedition and the infectious 
breath of party rage are cankering 
the minds of many of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, and ſo great is the con- 
tagion, that if a proper remedy be 
not ſpeedily, applied, it will, I fear, 
OY : B 2 weaken 


iv DE DICATION. 


weaken and e the FRO "_=_ 
litic? 


eee "OP e * to Au aA 

« diſorder of the natural body, is to 
* advance half-way towards an ef- 
« fectual cure.” Upon this plyſical 
principle, founded in reaſon, I do 
not deſpair, dan gerous as the national 
diſorder is, to ſee a perfect cure, for 
a doubt cannot be formed of our 
thorough acquaintance with the na- 
ture and progreſs of the diſorder of 
the body politic; fince much diſcern- 
ment is not requĩſite to diſcover that 
the artful pretenders to patriotiſm 
are the falſe American prophets, who, 
with their pernicious doctrines, have 
poiſoned the minds of the reſtleſs 
part of his Majeſty? $ ſubjects on both 
ſides 
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ſides the Atlantic, and involved us 
in all the Wu of a civil war; and 
| aged the unnatural re- 
bellion, which they. ill continue to 
foment, in order to-reap advantages 
from the general confuſion occa- 
dened by their fatal ne, 


My. dera wis kalle, this in6dious 
patriotiſm which has, with great 
induſtry, eirculated ſo many ground- 
leſs. alarnas to betray us to domeſtic 
foes and foreign enemies, is evi- 
dently the canſe of all our preſent 
national misfortunes ; and if there 
be not a doubt of the cauſe of our 
political diſorder, if it be obvious 
to every thinking and unprejudiced 
mind, I hope that men of your 

IO 5 noble ſpirit will unite to 


W oppoſe 
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oppoſe the conta gion of popular 
deluſion,” before it is too late to ap- 
ply an effectual remedy. A conſul- 
tation of phyſicians is of little uſe to 
the natural body after it has been 
ſo long neglected as ta be reduced 
to a conſumption. It is exactly the 
ſame with the body politic. Similar 
eauſes produce ſimilar effects. The 
remedies which human wiſdom and 
virtue ſuggeſt ſhould be applied to 
the natural and political bodies, in 
the earlieſt ſtage of the diſorder, be- 
fore the conſtitution is ſo much 
weakened as to wen a ee 
cure 1 | 


YZ + en Mt | 17 15641 1 * 3 

Lites: 3 _ Lind like as 
citizens, the ſubjects. of an amiable 
Monarch, and of a mild and excel - 


3770 Ge lent 
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lent form of government; let 18 1 
ſay. with the exalted ſentiments of 
THE, ren m, d with * ge, | 


SU > 


en to root out 0 — 
evil, the cauſe of which we are 
perfectly acquainted with. Incon- 
ſiſtency and weakneſs would mark 
our national character were we to 
be unjuſt to ourſelves while we are 
generous, beyond the example of 
all other nations, Nen to en 
e ew bong ow 1% 11841 


"But, my Lord, how can we expect 
to cruſh rebellion, while the authors 
and abettors of a civil war are ſaf- 
fered, in the moſt public manner, 
to increaſe, to protract the national 
calamity to which they have given 

"WG En, riſe? 
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riſe? The lenity of our poveriitiictr; 
which- other nations would eſteem 


a ſingular bleſſing, is to us a real 


raisforrane. For the truth of this I 
appeal to every man of experience. 
Would any other ſtate ſuffer its own 
ſubjects to ſow, and boldly foſter the 
ſeeds of redellion, in open defiatice 
to the government under which they 
live? The idea is prepoſterous; and 
it nut be matter of aſtoniſhment 


to Europe, that this enlightened na- 
tion, ever proud and watchful of its 


excellent conſtitution, could at any 
time be To relaxed in its govern- 
ment as to cheriſh i in her boſom the 


unnatural promoters of a civil war, 


deſtructive to its national authority 
and intereſt. In truth, the ſtate 


ſeems at — forgetful of the 
great 
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great principle of ſelſ-preſervation ; 
it abſurdly, and contrary to the po- 
licy of all civilized ſtates, leaves at 


large the daring diſturbers of he 
Fo ic as ones 


- Your Lordſhip perceives I am for 
applying the ax to the root of the 
tree; evils ſhould be radically cured. 
Remove the caufe, and the eſſect 
will ceaſe. It is an application 
which neceſlity preſcribes, but 

ſtrictly conſonant with the moſt en- 
larged ideas of liberty. I am a real 
friend to the liberty of the people; 
but as I am tenacious of their rights, 
I wiſh they may not be abuſed, for 
fear they ſhould be forfeited ; fince 
nothing is tenable that operates con- 
trary to the welfare of the commu- 
nity. 


nity... Sues: . Charta * the 
Bill of Rights are often popular de- 
Iuſions. As "this. aſſertion, is bold 
and unpopular, 1 wiſh. to be under- 
flood. They are deluſions when 
held out by party writers, as the 
ſaered and unalterable rights of the 
people. , For every thing that is the 
creature of a tu the power 
What it will, is alterable by it; if 
not totally, at Jeaft ſb as to render 
it precarious and deluſtwe. In ſup- 

kk of this opinion, I beg leave to 
quote the words of a ſenſible mo- 
dern writer on the conſtitution of 
| England. I will venture to attirm 
« that Magna Charta may at any 
« time be altered by Parliament, 

0 perfectiy conſiſtent with the prin- 


« ciple of free government, when 
5 5 they 


8 
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46 they ſhall find an alteration will 
a be conducive to the public good. 


Neither is the Bill of Rights leſs, 


liable to alteration. For Magna 


"IF ar <P 


1 8 be tween. he Kin g rand 
* the people; and being adapted to 


the ſtate of political matters, at 
the times when they were made, 
„ they are of courſe liable to fre- 


quent alterations. They are the 


creatures of Parliament, and on 


_— 


te Parliament their exiſtence depends. 
* And as they are of a changeable - 
«nature, ſo they are neceſſarily lia- 


* ble to frequent alterations, aCc- * 


*' cording to the fluctuation of my” 


6 litical matters.“ 


The 
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The truth is, unnerring wiſdom 


alone (a wiſdom I may add, without 


and Parliamencs) ſhould be employ- 
ed to ena irrevocable and unalter- 
able decrees. The rights of all ſub- 


ditional. They are intended, as they 
ought, to be ſubſervient to the ge- 
neral good; and popular privileges 


ought no longer to ſubſiſt than they 
are found, by government, to have 


Mat falutary effect. This is the great 


principle of civil ſociery, which 


ought not to ſuffer local rights, or 


partial privileges, to militate againſt 
the authority and intereſt of the 


State. And ſince our boaſted liberty 
is founded on our national virtue, , 


9 and 


wever free, are therefore in 
4 Wiese meaſure, temporary and con- 


0 
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and can only exiſt with it, I hope 
the latter will never be extinguiſh- | 
ed; I truſt, it will increaſe in pro- 
portion as we value ſo great a bleſ- 
ſing. Checks to controul, or inſtitu- 
tutions in favour of the people, were 
local and conditional. But whether 
they had their foundation in neceſ- 
ſity, caprice or virtue, it cannot be 
doubted, but that they were to exiſt 
no longer than they were found 
conducive to the great ends of civil 
order and legiſlation the general 
ſecurity and welfare. Every prin- 
ciple, therefore, of virtue and ho- 
nour——every private motive and 
public conſideration, makes me an 
avowed enemy to licentiouſneſs, or 
the proſtitution of freedom, by art- 
ful and deſigning men, who, under 
a ſpecious 
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a ſpecious pretence of doing eſſen- 
tial good to the nation, are the aus 
thors of all our anefortunes. | 


F927 : 1 or 


s "CELL 3 a 3 
ed zeal for the church, put on the 
maſk of religion, the better to con- 


ceal their purpoſes, and to deceive 


their adherents; ſo falſe patriots, 
with equal ſanctity, pretend a great 
zeal for the State, that they may, 


unſuſpected, promote their own 


purpoſes, under the maſk of patri- 
otiſm. But a talking virtue is a ſuſ- 


pected virtue; and men who are 
bold to profeſs are often ſlow to act. 


Therefore, when any ſet of men 


pretend to an extraordinary zeal for 
either Church or State, experience 


teaches us to doubt their ſincerity, 


and 


* 
r by 
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and to give little credit to either 


their religious or political enthu- 
Gaſm, ES „ 


1 l is Araogely ſuppoſed, Fr. ſome 
men, that as we are a free people, 
we have liberty to ſay, and to do 
what we pleaſe. But can any thing 
be ſo prepoſterous as this idea of na- 
tional freedom ? It is founded on the 
greateſt abſurdity, the groſſeſt error. 
Our conſtitutional liberty does not 
authoriſe national licentiouſneſs; 
much leſs does it juſtify an avowed 
oppoſition to government, and to 
the intereſt and ſecurity of the State, 

in time of rebellion and civil war. 


My zeal for the liberty of the 
preſs, a diſtinguiſhing feature of 


free 
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free governments, leads me to la- 
ment the enormous abuſes to which 


it is perverted. Deteſted be the po- 
icy of State that narrows and ener- 


vates it by unfit and arbitrary re- 


ſtrictions | *<It Ina ſpeck i in the eye | 
of the conſtitution, and ſhould be 


touched with a trembling hand.” 


Here, however, I muſt indulge my- 


ſelf in a wiſh to ſee every encou- 
ragement given to a fair and candid 


ſpirit of political diſquiſition; every 


mark of infamy and contempt af- 


fixed to the intemperate effuſions of 
abandoned party-rage. 


My Lord, 1 would be the laſt man 


to violate the conſtitution of my 
country ſo eſſentially as to wiſh to 


deprive my compatriots of the ſmall- 
eſt 


eſt of their tithe A Wg they 
may have ſenſe and virtue enough 
not to abuſe” rhe happineſs they en- 
joy under a very mild government, 
not to convert the bleſſings of liber- 
ty to the curſes of licentiouſneſs, 
which is a fruitful ſource of public 
aiforder; As nothing but the abuſe 
of national liberty, can deprive them 
of their conſtitutional privileges, ſo 
it will be entirely their own fault if 
* of . ſhould be forfeited. 


If my. opp would remem- 
ber the bounds between liberty and 
licentiouſneſs, and that they are as 
oppoſite as the poles, the preſs would 
be as great a bleſſing as it is now a 

curſe;' by the improper uſe that is 
made of it. I do not, however, think 
C hat 


nm 
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that the public prints are the fole , 
cauſe of inflaming the minds of the 


people on the preſent unhappy oc- 


caſion; the great freedom of debate 
is quite as licentious as the produc- 
tions of the preſs. I therefore wiſh, 
that public debate may be put un- 
der the ſame limitations as the preſs. 
Parliament gives a ſanction to pub- 
lic virtue, but cannot authoriſe vo- 
ciferous declamation againſt the 
eſtabliſhed government, which is 


the executive power of the nation, 


A by the legiſlature. 


NIV Lord, I am far from wiſhing 
for paſſt ve obedience and non- reſiſtance, 


in a State like this: But I wiſh for 


parliamentary candor; and hope to 
ſee the time in which men will emi- 


ES, 3 nently 


* 
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nently diſtinguiſh themſelves by a 
love of truth, and a due ſenſe of 
juſtice to men in authority, When- 
ever that happy period arrives, in- 
ſtead of being inflamed by party- 
rage, and diverted from ſubjects of 
the utmoſt importance, by national. 

and perſonal reflections, they will 

confine debate to meaſures, and not 
ro men, with a degree of temper and 
| good ſenſe, that will ſhew they are 
nobly animated in their country's 
cauſe, and have no other object in 
view, than the dignity of the crown 
and the intereſt of the people. | 


My Lord, I am ſenſible, ſome per- 
ſons will take fire at my idea of re- 
ſtraining the effuſions of parliamen- 
tary patriotiſm. They will, undoubt- 

G4 | edly, 
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edly, call it ſacrilegious, and a trea- 
ſonable offence againſt the Majeſty 
of the people, and the privilege, or 
Parliament. I allow, it is a_great 
crime againſt the leaders of the 
multitude, and an encroachment on 
nouy declamation ; 3 but moderation 
in parliamentary debates, i 18 perfect- 
ly conſiſtent with the Privileges of 
real patriots; who, L am convinced, 
. will be willing to be reſtrained by 
the rules of reaſon and virtue, and. 
wiſh to be diſtinguiſhed more for ; 
their ſterling ſenſe, than for vocife- 
ration againſt all meaſures of go- 
vernment right or wrong. - 


The preſent minority, or oppoſi- 
tion to government, can be produc- 


tive of no good effect, nor anſwer any 
other 
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other purpoſe, thanto entbufge the 
miſchief they Have occationed, and, 
like Samſon, involve themlelves in 
the general cataſtrophe of their 
country. = 


I be egregious inconſitencies of 
a Chatham the paradoxes of a 


Rockingham the ſuperficialities of 
a Burke—the juvenile perſonalities 
of a Fox—the jeſuitical effuſions of 


4 Shelburne, and the declamation 
bf the other leaders of oppolition, 


EE was 


are mere popular deluſions, found- 
ed on principles, which, to do them 75 
justice, they have too 3 ſenſe 
to believe themſelves, although they 
have too little honeſty to let the de- 
luded people into the ſecret. Prin- 
ciples, which betray a greater deſire 

G 3 +7555 
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to ſhare the loaves and fiſhes, than a 


noble difintereſtedneſs, like that of 


Lord North, to ſupport the authority 
of their country, and promote the 
great objects of our commercial and 
Nel intereſts. | 


My Li. inſtead of OO their 
abhorrence of rebellion againſt the 
authority of their couptry, and the 
moſt amiable of ſovereigns ; and in- 
ſtead of lending their aſſiſtance to 
quench | the flames of a civil war, 
and bring our domeſtic foes back to 
a ſenſe of their duty and intereſt ; 


| theſe pretended friends to the nation 
(for it is a mere pretence indeed) 
expoſe our weakneſs in the moſt 


public and inflammatory manner, 
not 4 to our ſubjects i in open re- 
. bellion, 
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bellion, but alſo, to our Basil ene 
mies, that they may take the advan- 
tage of our unhappy fituation ; and 

inſtead of affiſting the executive 
| power of the State, they act the con- 
trary, by miſguiding the people, 


and ſtrengthening the hands both 
of domeſtic and foreign enemies. 


Lam myſelf a Briton, 1 there- 
fore not without a tincture of re- 
publicaniſm. I very much admire 
thoſe genuinerepublican ſentiments, 
that flow from true patriotiſm, and 
exalt human nature. But if a na- 
_ tural predilection for my country, a 

conſequent zeal for its eſtabliſhed 
government, and the moſt religious 
attachment to a ſovereign, who has 
every accompliſhment that can a- 
: C4 > an 
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dorn and exalt human nature; if 
theſe conſiderations inſpire my mind 
and animate my actions, to diſſent 
from the meaſures of admipiſtra- 
tion, whenever they are found to be 
miſtaken, and to operate contrary to 
the deſigns of the legiſlature and the 
intereſt of the nation (which is ſel- 
dom the caſe, and whenever it hap- 
pens, it proceeds entirely from acci- 
dent and not deſign; for I maintain 
that a wiſe government like this, 
can never have a deſign incompati- 
ble with the true intereſt of the pea- 
ple, and the honour of legiſlative 
and executive authority) theſe yery 
principles, founded on public vir- 
tue, which make me wiſh for per- 
fection in every national operation, 
5 neceſſarily induce me to give all the 
| 7 1 aſſiſtance 


. 
L 
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aſſiſtance in my power to ad mini- 


and utility; and endeavour, as in 
the preſent caſe, by every legal and 


wiſe method, to preſerve the digni- 
ty of the nation and the welfare of 


the community. If miniſters, who 
are not infallible, ſhould be miſ- 
taken; it is as much the intereſt as 
the duty of good members of ſocie- 
ty, to point out the error with a de- 


gree of good ſenſe and candour, that 


diſcovers a wiſh to promote, and 
not to delay the neceſſary meaſures 
of government, which is true patri- 
otiſm. 


_ Having, my Lord, given my opi- 
nion on the cauſe of the preſent 


publie 


tration, whenever they are engaged 
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public calamity, and ſhewn that it 


cannot be removed until the govern- 


ment exerts a becoming ſpirit againſt 
the tongues and hands of the au- 
thors and abettors of the civil war: 
I now beg leave to ſhew what are 


the leading principles of the men in 


oppoſition to adminiſtration, called 
the Minority, and to refute them 
before the contagion of the precept 


of ſome. men, and the example of 


others, becomes .univerſal, and as 
deſtructive to the body politic, as 
the peſtilence is to the body corpo- 


But before 1 proceed, I beg to be 
indulged with a ſhort remark, which, 


Lapprehend, is of ſo much conſe- 


quence to the cauſe, of truth and 
1 government, 
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government, as to merit the - moſt, 
| ſeriggs-prigenaion. 


"My 1689; the character or . 
the temper of this nation, is really 
ſingular, For inſtance, we boaſt of 
freedom, and yet encourage licenti- 
ouſneſs, which is the bane of true 
| liberty. Conſtitutional freedom is 
founded on public virtue, while. li- 
centiouſneſs 1 is the offspring of na- 
tional defection, and a deſertion 
from every principle of virtue and 
honour. The obligations between 
government and ſociety are recipro- 
cal. Protection is due to. the one, 
' reſpect to the other; and nothing 
can be more reaſonable than to re- 
ſpect and ſupport the authority that 
protects us in the enjoyment of eve- 

| 8 17 
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ry thing dear to the community. 
Notwithſtanding the artful inſinua- 
tions of deſigning men, againſt all 
authority, it is manifeſt, even to 
an ordinary underſtanding, that the 
government and the people have but 
one intereſt. The legiſlature takes 


the moſt effectual meaſures to ſecure 


and promote the common intereſt, 
and the executive power puts them 
into execution. To ſuppoſe, there- 


fore, that government is inimical to 


the people, is too great an abſurdity 
to merit a ſerious refutation. : 


Popular wantonneſs aſſumes the 
character of public ſpirit. Inſtead 
of being animated with true patrio- 
tiſm, the opponents of government 
are manifeſtly under the govern- 


ment 


DEDLCATLON, Wis- 
ment of their paſſions, Declama- 
tion is ſubſtiruted for fair and man- 
argument; and abuſe ſupplies 
the place of conviction, Where vir- 
tue is not the object, the paſſions 
will prevail; and caprice muſt ne- 
ceſſarily make no inconſiderable 
ſhare of the temper or character of 
this nation. If inſtances were want- 
ing of: this. capricious national diſ- 
Poſition, even on the moſt critical 
occaſions, the following obſerva- 
tion will ſet parliamentary caprice, 
and popular deluſion, in a en 
PROT of — 


We acknowledge the force of 
laws, enacted, by the legiſlature, 
and yet with a phrenzy, which may, 
properly be called a political mad- 

neſs, 
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neſs, we oppoſe government, which 
is the executive power of the nati- 
on; as if laws were to be made, and 


meaſures taken for the general pre- 
fervation and welfare, and not 


meant to be executed, as would be 
the caſe, by the relaxation of So- 
vernment. 


- What is the uſe of parliamentary 


wiſdom, and of legiſlative authority, 


without the executive power to give 


effect to human virtue and wiſdom ? 
It is, therefore, as clear as any ma- 


thematical demonſtration, that the 


minority act contrary to the ſenſe of 
the Parliament, and to the ſupreme 
authority of the legiſlature, by op- 
poſing the executive power com- 
monly called the government, which 

EY by 
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is ſo legally and conſtitutionally au- 
thoriſed. 5 ON 9 \ 


_ There cannot, then, be a greater 
abſurdity, a greater deluſion, nor a 
greater national impoſition, than an 
oppoſition, like the preſent, to the 
meaſures of adminiftration ; which, 
by clogging the wheels of govern- 
ment, delays the neceſſary operati- 
ons of the State, and, by weakening 

or deſtroying the effects of our na- | 
tional wiſdom, muſt often pro- 
duce effects contrary to what was 
wiſely intended by the legiſlative 
and executive powers, 


I an. Lord, if an oppoſition on ſuch 

falſe principles of patriotiſm, is a ſe- 
vere reproach to the individuals who 
. 


compoſe the minority, be their ſta- 
tions what they will, it is no leſs a 
reproach to government, veſted with 1 
conſtitutional power, to be ſo re- 
laxed, as to be brow-beaten by noiſy 
declamation and licentious writ- 
ings, which are a diſgrace to a ci · 

vilized nation. 


As the following few lines were 
only intended briefly. to expoſe and 
to refute the leading principles of 
factious writers, who are employed 
to miſrepreſent the intentions of the 

. Tegiſlature, and the meaſures of the 
executive power, I did not intend to 
trouble your Lordſhip with my opi- 
nion of the preſent ſtate of the 
civil war, and our future operations 
in America; Mo if I may be per- 
mitted, 


tnitted, on ſo critical an occaſion, 
to ſuggeſt the ideas of à good ſub- 
ject, who is inſpired, I hope, With a 
laudable zeal for his country, and 


the moſt loyal attachment to the 


the beſt of Kings; I would venture 
to obſerve, that . Perſeverance in 
* a good cauſe often forces ſucceſs.” 
That the miſcarriage of one part 
of his Majeſty's army was not 


a defeat but the effect of a ſurpriſe; 


which could neither be foreſeen 
nor avoided. It might have hap- 
pened to the King of Pruſſia, in per- 
ſon, or to the ableſt general and beſt 
troops in the world. It is, therefore, 
no diſgrace. Neither ought the ac- 
cident, in the ſmalleſt degree, to 
diſcourage us from perſevering in 
FI | * I an 
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an unalterable determination to 
eruſh a civil war, and to bring our 
rebellious ſubjects back to a ſenſe of 
their duty 50 intereſt; but, on the 
contrary, it ſhould increaſe our ar- 
dour to ſupport, with our lives and 
fortunes, the honour, dignity, and 
intereſt of the nation. 


Toa@ upon the ftrange principles 
af the minority, would be the great- 
eſt proof of national inconſiſtency 
and puſilanimity. To acknowlege 
the independency of rebels, and to 
ſubmit to the diſgraceful conditions 
which they adviſe, would be the 
greateſt ſacrifice, not only of our in- 
tereſt, but of our national charac- 
ter, which would be for ever diſ- 
Fgraced 


DE CATION. [xxxy 


graced by ſo pf cipitate and ard 
ty a conceſlion. 


My Lord, as we aye. eden 


ſhewn too much public ſpirit, and 
too high a ſenſe of national honour, 
to be diſcouraged by the ſucceſs of 
| foreign enemies, we ought not to be 


intimidated by a ſingle miſcarriage 


in favour of our rebellious ſubjects ; 
eſpecially when it is conſidered that 
it was not the reſult of their ſupe- 
rior wiſdom and bravery, but of 
an inevitable accident, the effects 


of which will ſoon be forgotten by 


the moſt ſpirited exertions of the 


nation to ſupport the dignity of 


* the legiſlature, to give effect to the 
&* executive power, and to preſerve 
0 « the intereſt of the people.” 

D 2 After 
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After ſo glorious a defeat of the 
moſt powerful natural enemies 
(with whoſe combined powers his 
Majeſty's arms were able to cope) i it 
would be the greateſt cowardice to 
be diſcouraged by rebels abroad and 
incendiaries at home, and dread the 
conſequence of a civil war, which 
every principle of honour, of virtue, 
and intereſt, calls upon us to cruſh, 
at the riſk of our lives and fortunes. 


Let then our unalterable deter- 
minations be, for victory or death. 
If it ſhould not be in the power of 
human virtue and national wiſdom, 
to obtain the former, then the lat- 
ter will be infinitely preferable to 
the indelible diſgrace into which 
the 
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the falſe principles, and daſtardly 
ſpirit of the minority, would betray 
the nation. | 


L have the honour to be, with 
great reſpect, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
| moſt devoted ſervant, 


HONESTUS. 
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ravine PRINCIPLES 
OF 


FACTIOUS: WRITE Rs, 
Expoſed and Refuted. . 


INSCRIBED To LORD 1 TH, 


My Los, Þ 
1 ASK not Ai 7 your Lord- 
ſhip's time for a letter which 
announces ſo wide and ſo various 
a ſubject: although it be conciſe, 
. hope it will fully explain and 
D'4 ©} 


LOS” 
Juſtify my motto. It is meant as 
à defence of regal authority, and 

of the executive power commonly 
called the government, and alſo as 


an explanation of the boaſted but 
miſrepreſented rights of the people. 


My Lord, as ubordination, or a due 
reſpect for and confidence: in the ſu- 
preme authority, is as neceſſary to 
the body politic, as nouriſhment to 
the body corporate, it ſeems to be a 
duty incumbent on every good ſub- 
ject, to contribute his mite to the 
defence and ſupport of that autho- 
rity by which all his rights : are eſta- 
bliſhed, and all the enjoyments of 
civil liberty, are ſecured. 


In compliance with this part « 
my duty to an excellent King, and 
| 20 


TOY 


to an indulging country, I have long 
endeavoured to ſhew that the argu= 
ments, in general, againſt govern- 


ment, are grounded upon groſs miſ- 
repreſentation, upon dangerous de- 


Iuſion, and that the competency of 
the people t to counteract, or even to 


interfere i in the operations of the ex- 
ecutive power, is as abſurd in idea as 


it would be dangerous in its err 


To ſhew this in the cleareſt light, 
and to the conviction of men of 
ſenſe and candour, I have fre- 
quently maintained, that “ the au- 
c thority of the people of England 
« is abſorbed in the parliament,— 
that the vox populi, is only to be 
$6 heard in the ſenate, and that the 

8 * members 
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members are not reſponſible to 
0 their conflituents ;” becauſe the 
latter have freely, without reſerva- 
tion or reſtriction, delegated their 
whole power in the community to 
repreſentatives of their own n 


My Lord, this jog, FOR 
extremely ſimple and ſcrupulouſly 
juſt, has raiſed the voice of faction 
againſt me; their champions oppoſe 


me with the words of Sidney, who 


fays, the people for whom and by 
% hom the chief magiſtrate (mean» 
« ing the King) is created, can only 
judge whether be rightly-performs 
e his office or not; nor can they be 
« deprived of this natural right on 
any pretence whatever; they who 
{6 give a er can only judge 
| * whether 
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«whether it be applied to their wel. 
« fare, or turned to mph ruin.” 


* beg leave. to enter a ok 
againſt this doctrine of Sidney; it 
is abſurd in the extremes to which 
it has been carried, it is incompati- 
ble with permanent order and regu- 
lar ſyſtem. I allow, my Lord, that 
the chief Magiſtrate, or (not to uſe 
ſo confined an expreſſion) the legiſ- 
lative and executive, as well as the 

ſubordinate powers, which are the 
component parts of government, 
were created by the people and for 
the purpoſes of civil ſociety ; that is, 
they originated from the body of a 
free people, and as they were in- 
Ended ſo they were accommodated 
to the good ufes, to the falutary 
3 purpoſes, 
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purpoſes, and wiſe ends of the com- 
munity at large: But although le- 
giſlation and neceſſary government, 
originated from, and were undenia- 
bly formed by the people, into an 


happy conſtitution, it by no means 


follows, that they (who are the laſt 
branch of a three-fold power) ſhould, 
juſt as caprice directs, or pique of 
party ſuggeſts, hare the diſpoſal of 
the whole, and diffolve that happy 
frame of laws—that admirable ſyſ- 
tem of government—that wiſe equi- 
librium of authority, which 1s ſo 
judiciouſly calculated, by human 
virtue and wiſdom, to promote and 


to ſecure the general happineſs! 


And fince the people cannot, eis 
ther conſtitutionally or reaſonably, 
oy ſet 


141] 
| ſet aſide what has been legally eſta- 
bliſhed as a principle of govern-. 
ment, ſo neither are they the only 
judges whether the authority of the 
nation be properly applied; ; nor the 
only judges whether the chief Magiſ- 
trate (to uſe their republican expreſ- 
fion) perform well his royal office. 
or not: And, therefore, thou gh Sid- 
ney maintains this to be © a natural 
right in the people, of which they 
cannot be deprived under any pre- 
«© tence whatſoever,” I am bold to 
deny it, and to contend that they 
have no natural rights' whatſoever, 
more than are conſiſtent with their 
ſhare of the conſtitution of this free 
State: Let fancy paint freedom in 
her looſeſt robes I ſhall not yield to 
the influence of the deluſion! _ 
The 


The idea of national liberty, in 4 
mixed government, arifes from po- 
pular notions of the rights of the peo- 


ple, which are greatly exaggerated, 
and conſequently greatly miſtaken 
by popular writers, who pretend they 
are natural and analierable privileges 


of the ſubject ; whereas, I inſiſt they 


are not abſolute, but conditional, 
temporary and revocable. As a proof 
of this doctrine, it ſhould be remem- 
bered, that the ſovereign of a limit- 
ed monarchy cannot make popular 
conceffions, or grant privileges to 
he people, incompatible with the 
authority and intereſt of the State; 


and, therefore, whatever was the 


motive for granting them, - or the 
means by which they were obtain- 
ed; it 15 moſt certain that they can 
FE: have 
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have no legal, as rhey never had any 
conſtitutional exiſtence, after they are 
found to operate contrary to the 
eſtabliſhed authority and the intereſt 

of the community. The legiſlature 
is the ſupreme: authority of the na- 
tion. The component parts having 
no legiſlative | exiſtence, may pro- 
perly be ſaid to be ſubject to the 
power without which they cannot 
ſeparately exiſt. Even the preroga- 
tive of the Crown is df e by the 
ſame conſtitutional authority. Nor 
is this ſupreme power incompatible 
with the dignity of the crown, for 
it cannot be better ſecured than by 
the good ſenſe and virtue of the le- 
giſlature, upon which our preſent 
gracious ſovereign has uniformly 


With 


\ 


* — 
With regard to the pretended 
power of the people of this coun- 
try, it is, I have obſerved, a notion 
as groundleſs as it is extravagant. 
The collective and conſtituent bo- 
dies are mere cyphers in the State. 
Forms without power, which they 
cannot have until they are acknow- 
ledged as conſtitutional authorities 
and a part of the legiſlature. That 
acknowledgement alone, can con- 
conſtitute national freedom, which 
at preſent is nominal. The people's 
rights are abſolutely conveyed to, 


and totally abſorbed in the Parlia- 
ment. The collective body have 
not even the ſhadow of power. The 
popular voice may be raiſed, but it 
has no conſtitutional right to force 
a hearing. Nor has the conſtituent 

body 
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y body any power but 4 temporary 
one, which does not exiſt, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, after they have de- 
legated it to their repreſentatives. All 
popular privileges are calculated for 
the times; hence privileges granted 
at one period may, with equal au- 
thority and juſtice, be ſuſpended at 
another. Nothing, therefore, can 
be more abſurd and impolitic, than 
the caprice and violence with which 
popular writers and ſpeakers oppoſe 
the executive power, ſince it is evi- 
dent, that the rights they ſo much 
boaſt of, may all be ſuſpended or | 
taken away whenever it becomes | 
. neceſſary: that is, when the people | 
have not ſenſe and virtue enough - 
to PRs en, '- thts: 1 | 
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Much fireſs has been laid upon 
he natural right of the people; and 
yet, this boaſted right is no other, 
in my apprehenſion, than a conſti- 
tuent right, which is, at certain pe- 
riods, delegated irrecoverably to re- 
preſentatives of their own choice, 
who poſſeſs in the great national 
aſſembly, all the authority which 
the people are intitled to in the na- 
tion. When that act of delegation 
is performed, then the natural right 
of the people at large, or rather their 
temporary conftituent right is done 
away intirely; and conſequently the 
people, or the collective body, have 
no tight whatever to judge, becauſe 
their power, after ſuch a delegation, 
| is annihilated and totally abſorbed in 
1 4 the 


E 
the Parliament, by an act of their 
own, to which they are competent, 
compatible with their ſhare of au- 
thority in the conſtitution. 


The people of this fras country, if | 
it can be ſtrictly qualified free, when 
it appears, that the legiſlature is as 

abſolute as any monarch whatſoever, 
I fay the people (who often quit the 
ſubſtance for the ſhadow, and leave | 
a ſolid benefit for an imaginary and 
delufive advantage) are ſuch free- 
thinkers in politics, as well as reli- 
gion, that even a bench of drunken 
porters preſume to know that the 
Happy conſtitution of this country, 
conſiſts in an union of the three 
eſtates——that they muſt act joint- 
ly to act conſtitutionally, and that 
they are deſigned, by human wif- 
E 2 dom, 
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dom, to be a check upon each other, 


in order to preſerve the balance of 


national authority, which ſecures 


the rights and intereſts of the peo- 


ple, whilſt it preſerves the various 


powers in the State. This is the ex- 


cellent conſtitution of our country 


This, my Lord, is the fine ſyſtem of 


government, which inſpires Britons 
with an honeſt pride, and admiring 
nations with —_ of our happi- 
neſs! 8 


Are we then not to regret, that 


deſigning and turbulent men, in or- 
der to promote their own ambitious 


views and party purpoſes, ſhould, 
under a moſt artful pretence of pub- 
lic virtue, make falſe and fruitleſs 
diſtinctions, and deſtroy the ſecurity 


b 


with the confidence of the mein 


11 
by creating real from imaginary 
danger! 


; The writers againſt government, 
are continually rouſing the public 
from a ſtate of perfect ſafety, to a 
ſenſe of approaching danger. Not 
content with the care and wiſdom 
of that conſtitution which is ſo much 
their boaſt, they will, whenever 
their party purpoſes require it, break 
through the order of things, and 
act as contrary to the legal authori- 
ties of the State, as inconſiſtent with 
their own intereſt and happineſs, 
which can only be preſerved by 
the exerciſe of thoſe conſtitutional 
powers which they greatly abuſe by 
the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations. 


[54] 

My Lord, we have always been 
told, and I believe we ſhall ever 

hear it in a free State, that the 
© 4% crown encroaches on the facred 
« rights of the people.” This is 
an inexhauſtible fund of argument 
on the popular ſide of the queſtion; 
and ſo far as it tends to awaken us 
to a ſenſe of public virtue, it is not 
only excuſable, but commendable; 
becauſe, as it then ariſes from a 
jealouſy natural to a free people, 
ſo it has a tendency to confine with- 
in due bounds the three —— ; 
pres: of the conſtitution. N 


A motive like this leads to hands: 3 
virtue; but ſuch virtue is at preſent 
made a mere pretence of factious 
writers 3 ſince the real love of their 

| country, 


RE 
country, and the moſt loyal attach» 
ment to their Sovereign, inſtead of 
inſpiring energy into their minds, 
and animating them to extinguiſh 
the flames of rebellion, is groſsly 
abuſed by the enemies of govern- 
ment, as will evidently appear by 
the following remarkable inſtances ' 


' Popular declaimers tell us, that 
® the Crown encroaches on the 
rights of the people,” and yet, with 
the ſame breath, they abſurdly main- 
tain that the people at large (after 
delegating their whole conſtitutional 
power, and diveſting themſelves of 
every degree of authority in the 
community) can reaſſume it as often 
as they pleaſe; nay, What is ſtill 
more prepoſterous, that they have a 

E:4 natural 
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„ 
natural and unqueſtionable right, 


not only to decide upon the conduct 


of their own ſhare of legiſlation, but 
alſo to decide upon that of the other 
two eftates, or component parts of 


the conſtitution ; and to become par- 


ty, judge and jury in the manage 
ment of the . authority of the 


nation, 


Hence it is evident, that while 


they artfully alarm us with the pre- 
tended encroachments of the crown, 


they daringly encroach on the avow- 


ed conſtitutional powers of the other 
two eſtates of the kingdom, by 
claiming to judge and controul 
them, without any colour of law or 


right, on which this pretended po- 


dau juriſdiction can be founded. 
| "+I wiſh, 
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good order, and for the credit of our 
national underſtanding, that popu- 
lar writers, who are ſo very tena- 
cious of the rights of the people, 
and ſo fearful of encroachments 
upon them, would be pleaſed can- 
didly to remember that the Crown 
and the Peers have each, at leaſt, an 
equal right and intereſt to be tena- 
cious of their ſhare of the conſtitu- 
tion; and that it is equally dange- 
rous, unjuſt, and unconſtitutional, 
to exceed the bounds of the people's 
power, as it would be, in either of 
the other eſtates, to encroach on po- 
pular privileges ; 


The Majeſty of the people, ſo 
wych talked of, 1s an imaginary 
exiſtence, 
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exiſtence, and a phraſe to which no 
preciſe idea is affixed. Where is the 


Majeſty of the people, where the vox 


Populi after they have conſtitution- 


ally, and during a time, irrecover- 
ably delegated the whole of their 
power in the conſtitution to re- 


preſentatives of their own choice, 


without the ſmalleſt legal reſerva- 
tion? | ; 


— 


There are who have aſſerted, that 


s the queſtion, at this critical june- 


« ture, is not who has a right to do 
« this or that? Every man has a 
« right to ſave his country!” This 


doctrine they corroborate with a 


paſſage from Sidney's diſcourſe on 
government, That in caſes of emer- 
« gency, every man is a magiſtrate, 

NA . 
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and who beſt knows the en 
* of danger, and the means of pre- 


„ venting it, has a right to call the 
| een 1333 


My Lord, any man hn is not | 
the abject flave of paſſion and party 
prejudice, can eafily diſcover the 
_ fallacy, the artful colouring, and the 
viſionary alarms of deſigning mem- 
bers of the community ; who, while 
they pretend to guard the ſtate veſ- 
ſel from rocks, ſhoals and quick 
ſands, endeavour to run her aſhore, - 
that they may enrich themſelves by 
the ſpoil of the wreck. KN 


My Lord, the preſent times, in point 
of popular infatuation, may be com- 
pared to thoſe of ISHACAMEE and fa- 
naticiſm; ; 


— * N 
| Shown 
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I naticiſm; ; for one would be inclined | 
to.think, that ſome people are deter- 
-mined to do as much miſchief, by 


diffuſing maxims of political an- 


archy as their anceſtors did, by pro- 
pagating tenets of eee enthu- 


ſiaſm. 


vet 


| Hypocrites i in | politics, as well as 
in religion, are dangerous ſubjects, 
and a furious zeal for church or 
Nate forebodes no. good to either. 
It i is a weakneſs of the human heart 


| which can only be removed by a 
ſpirited exertion of national virtue. 


is the duty, it ought to be the 
character of government to perſe- 
vere with firmneſs in neceſſary mea- 


ſures, and to defeat the effect of 25 


doctrines pernicious to ſociety ; ; doc- 
trines 
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trines which, by confounding the 
order, and miſtaking the nature of 
things, ſecretly attempt to under- 
mine the neceſſary, the juſt autho- 
rities of the ſtate, and to deſtroy the 
true happineſs of the ſubject, al- 
though they are ſo inſeparably con- 
nected, that whatever ſhakes the 
ſupremacy of government convulſes 
the ſtate, and endangers the deareſt 
rights of the en | 


rk have * it i is * duty, as el 
45 the character of adminiſtration to 
perſevere, becauſe it is neceſſarily 
expected, that the great executive 
power ſhall faithfully and with be- 
coming national ſpirit, put into exe- 
cution the meaſures concerted by 
the legiſlative authority for the va- 
rious 


E 


rious purpoſes of the nation. To be 
diverted from that great deſign, by 
the arts of a faction, would diſcover 
both a want of ſpirit to execute, and 
a want of fidelity to the legiſlature, 
.-whoſe wiſdom would be diſappoint- 
ed by the timidity of thoſe whom 
government confides in. It is the 
buſineſs of Miniſters, under the au- 
thority of the legiſlative power, to 
perſiſt in the proſecution of every 
national object, equally regardleſs 
of the envy of ſome men, and the 
malice of others. 95 


In an age ſo informed as we pre- 
ſent, and in a nation diſtinguiſhed | 
for penetration and public virtue, 
could it be thought, my Lord, that 
any man in his ſenſes would be 

* found 


[ 6g ] 


Fil to advance fach a doctrine in 
the heat of an unnatural civil war 
as that « the queſtion i is not who has 
_ * right to do this or that, becauſe 
t N man has a right.” % he 


A principle like this (which en- 


courages a capricious refiſtance to 


government, and deſtroys all diſ- 
tinctions in ſociety), would be pro- 
ductive of infinite miſchief, if the 
doctrine were not too infamous to 
be adopted, and too diſgraceful to 
be avowed by any but the ſons of 
faction. Perhaps, my Lord, it is bet- 
ter to treat ſuch writers with con- 
temptuous ſilence; to argue with 
them, is to raiſe them to an idea of 
their importance; and no ſerious 


refutation ſeems neceſſary, when 
the 


[ 1 


the heart is impelled by the'under- 
ſtanding, to condemn the e 
and en of the an 


"Sidney" 8 1 of government 1 re- 
quires elucidation, without which it 
may be converted to the purpoſes 
of anarchy and confuſion, which 
being the worſt of public evils, as 
well as the moſt galling kind of ty- 
ranny, we may charitably ſuppoſe 
was not the author's meaning and 
Veſign. When he maintains that 
every man is a magiſtrate upon an 
172 emergency,” he ſhould have laid 
down ſome unerring rule, by which 
we might aſcertain that emergenty ; 
otherwiſe every falſe alarm raiſed 
by factious and deſigning men, 
who are. inimical to eſtabliſhed go- 

1 vernment, 
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renment, might receive the con- 1 


. 


| For 3 Whenever the nation- 

al rights are diſputed; and the power 
of legal government is uſurped by 
rebels (as in now unhappily the caſe 
in America) there ariſes" an emer- 
gency to oppoſe the common in- 
vader of lawful authority and de- 
ſtroyer of the public peace, by giv- 
ing every poſſible aſſiſtance to the 
executive power. Again, whenever 
we are invaded by foreign enemies, 
and the conſtitutional authority of 
the nation is either unprepared or 
inſufficient to prevent the danger, 
then every good member of ſociety 
is a temporary Magiſtrate, and has 
a a diſcretionary right to uſe the beſt 


F _ method 


and a ſpirited exertion of the legiſ- 


[ 66 } 
method 1 virtue and reaſon 


ſuggeſt for the general preſeryas+ 
tion. 


* 3 ſende, 1 . 
the doctrine of Sidney is dangerous 


and indefendble. If it meant any 
thing more than has been deſcribed, 
I will venture to pronounce it was 


Written ip the ſpirit of party refiſt- 
ance, with an intention to miſlead 


the public, and to introduce anar- 
chy, inſtead of promoting the true 


happineſs of the people, which can 


only be ſecured by good order, ari- 
ſing from a confidence in govern» 
ment, by neceſſary ſubordination, 


lative and executive powers of the 
eg. | 6 2 
To 


1 % 1 


- Ts eonclude: The emergeney 
which eteates every good member 
of a free State 4 temporary magiſ- 
trate, is When government (die 
guerdien of cf lives atid property) 
ſtands im need ef that aſſiſtance: 
Then it is be, tem it is patriotic 
to follow your Lordſhip's' example, 
and to! offer up our lives and for- 
tunes af the” ſhrine of the Publſe 
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ut! my wage we can Arve 80 
idea of an emergency in cppofifibie 
ee legal goerbment; for an op 
fition t6 tlie executive power, is al 
oppoſition to the legiffative atv> con? 
ita authdtity of the state, 
goveriinient” is only the 

agent. Stich an idea, is 4 perfect 
N F 2 ſoleciſm. 


[6] 


ſoleciſm. It is contrary to the na- 
ture of things, and inconſiſtent with 
every principle of civil order. When 
the regal power, exceeding the 
bounds of its authority and miſtak- 
ing its true intereſt, © invaded the 
fundamental conſtitution of the 
realm,“ hiſtory furniſhes us with 
a precedent, for the direction of 
our conduct: But whenever the 
three eſtates of the kingdom pre- 
. the conſtitutional equilibri- 15 
„which is now happily the 
. then adminiſtration (the great 
executive power authoriſed by the 
| legiſlature) ought . to be ſupport- ; 
ed; and as the eſtabliſhed govern. 
ment is the ſecurity of the ſubjects 
of every well regulated State, it 
E cannot be as an ſhaking 
the 


* 


1 6 1 


the foundation of that ſecurity, and 
_ endangering the property and beſt 
intereſts of the people. 'From theſe: 
premiſes, it is fair to infer, that the 
deluded-men who clog the machine 
of government, -by throwing obſta- 
cles in the way of- adminiſtration, 
are the worſt: ſubjects of à King, 
who prides himſelf in the greatneſs, 
and rejoices: in the "FINS wa his 
ne As 5 | 


Thus, my Lind, have 1 codes 
voured to expoſe and refute the 
leading principles of factious wri- 
ters, who wiſh to create diſorder, ? 
that they may be benefited by cala- 
mities of the public, and detive 
from national adverſity, what they 

| wr never acquire by public virtue. 
If, 


I, upon an occafion {6 critical as 
the preſent, my ideas of fuderdina - 
tions ſhould have the good fortune t 
be honoured wirh che approbation of 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a miniſter as Lord 
North, 1 ſhatt flatter myſelf that I 
have briefly defended the regal 
power in particular, and the confti-: 
tution of my country in general, or 
the legiſlative and executive autho- 
rities of the State; and that I amy 


conſequently, a real friend to the 

people, conſidered not as the pleberan 
voice of the factious and reſtleſs 
multitude, but as the third and laſt 
eſtate of our excellent ee 


My 8 you may — very 
long enjoy the confidence of an ex- 
cellent ſovereign, the approbation 

— ” 


[nn 1, 


of the legiſlature, and the affection 
of the diſpaſſionate part of the peal# 
ple, is the ſincere with of him wha 
is, with great 'devotion, 


Four Lordſhip's 
Moſt reſpectful ſervant, 
5 HONESTUs. 
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